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Background Redistricting Criteria 
 
The City is divided into wards for purposes of City elections. After each decennial 
Census, population data is reviewed to determine whether redistricting is needed. 
Additionally, City Code requires that, “Each ward shall be compact in form and 
composed of adjoining territory. The populations of the wards shall be substantially 
equal.”  
 
The City Charter grants the City Council the power to redraw the ward boundaries, 
but requires that the number of wards be consistent with the Charter, that they be as 
nearly equal in population as is practical and apportioned consistently with the 
principle of one person/one vote, that they be geographically contiguous, that their 
boundaries recognize natural boundaries (within practical limits), and that 
gerrymandering, to ensure the election or defeat of any incumbent candidate or 
potential candidate, not be tolerated. 
 
Further, the variance between the smallest ward and the largest ward should be no 
more than 10 percent to be generally considered to meet the standard of substantially 
equal. 
 
2010 Census 
 
The 2010 Census (conducted on April 1, 2010) reported a population of 16,715 for 
Takoma Park, less than the 17,299 count reported in 2000. Based on a population of 
16,715, redistricting is necessary to bring the wards closer to the ideal size of 2,786. 
Redistricting is necessary due to the population variance between the wards.  
 
Vacant Multi-Family Buildings 
 
At the time of the 2010 Census, two multi-family buildings were being renovated 
and largely vacant. These vacancies account for some of the population decrease 
recorded by the Census. The City Council was concerned that the temporary impact 
of the vacant buildings on the City’s population and the ideal ward size would result 
in the need for more significant changes in the ward boundaries than would 
otherwise be necessary. 
 
To address this concern, the Council considered options for determining, in a fair 
and uniform way, how to conduct a City-wide evaluation of temporarily vacant 



residential structures. The following definition has been selected for identifying 
buildings or complexes where it is appropriate to estimate a population for the 
purposes of redistricting: 
 
“A ‘qualifying building or complex’ is an existing building or complex that had ten 
or more vacant units on Census Day, was actively being renovated on Census Day, 
and was either occupied or in the process of being occupied at the time of 
redistricting.” 
 
For the 2010 Census, two buildings met the definition of qualifying building or 
complex: 7610 Maple Avenue and 7333 New Hampshire Avenue. For these 
buildings, the citywide vacancy rate was applied to eligible vacant units in each 
building. 
 
Eligible vacant units are units that were vacant on Census Day, but were either 
rented or purchased by a certain date before redistricting. After the citywide vacancy 
rate was applied and the population was estimated for eligible vacant units in the 
qualifying buildings, the City’s population was estimated to be 17,015 as of May 31, 
2012 and the ideal ward size for redistricting purposes was 2,836.  
 
Changes from Existing Ward Boundaries 
 
The proposed ward boundaries include the following changes: 
 

• Mississippi Avenue and Hilltop Road, currently in Ward 5, would move to 
Ward 4. 
 

• Three multi-family buildings on the southwest side of Lee Avenue 
(Sherwood Apartments, Leeland Apartments, and Hancock Gardens) would 
move from Ward 3 to Ward 4. 
 

• 7777 Maple Ave. (Essex House), currently in Ward 4, would move to Ward 
5. 
 

• The portion of Ward 2 located on the east side of New Hampshire Avenue, 
including Larch Avenue, Hopewell Avenue, Kentland Avenue, and East 
West Highway, would move to Ward 6. 

 
A street directory indicating the ward for every address in the City is part of the 
ordinance. The directory shows both the existing ward and the new ward, if 
different. 
 
The City Attorney has determined that the proposed redistricting meets the 
requirements of the Voting Rights Act. 

Policy Wards should be redistricted periodically to ensure the standard of one person/one 
vote. 



Fiscal Impact Minimal fiscal impact. The change to the ward boundaries is accomplished by an 
amendment to the City Code. There will be staff time involved with working with 
the County Board of Elections to ensure that changes to voters’ ward assignments 
are correctly recorded. Special efforts will be made to ensure that voters know of 
any change to their ward prior to the 2013 City election. 

Attachments Ordinance with the Map and District Plan and Street Directory 

Recommendation Vote on the Ordinance at first reading. 

Special 
Consideration 
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Introduced by:        First Reading: 
         Second Reading: 
         Effective Date: 
      
 

CITY OF TAKOMA PARK, MARYLAND 
ORDINANCE NO. 2013- 

 
AMENDING TAKOMA PARK CODE, CHAPTER 5.08, SECTION 6.08.010 

DESCRIPTION OF WARD BOUNDARIES 
 
WHEREAS, changes in Takoma Park’s population as documented by the 2010 Census 

necessitate a reconfiguration of the boundaries of the City’s six wards for 
purposes of ensuring that they be as nearly equal in population as is practical and 
apportioned consistently with the principle of one person/one vote; and 

 
WHEREAS, in 2010, the documented population of the City was 16,715; and 
 
WHEREAS, the population of the City was 17,299 according to the Census conducted in 2000; 

and 
 
WHEREAS, the apparent reduction in population from 2000 to 2010 is partially the result of 

certain multifamily buildings which were fully or partially vacant on the day of 
the 2010 Census; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council determined that the temporary impact of the vacant buildings on 

the City’s population and the ideal ward size would result in the need for more 
significant changes in the ward boundaries than would otherwise be necessary; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, to mitigate the consequences of these temporarily vacant units on redistricting, 

certain assumptions have been made regarding buildings which were fully or 
partially vacant on Census Day in 2010; and 

 
WHEREAS, for purposes of the current redistricting, population has been estimated for 

buildings or complexes that had ten or more vacant units on Census Day, were 
actively being renovated on Census Day, and were either occupied or in the 
process of being occupied at the time of redistricting; and 

 
WHEREAS, two buildings met this criteria to have their populations estimated for purposes of 

redistricting: 7610 Maple Avenue and 7333 New Hampshire Avenue; and 
 
WHEREAS, for these buildings, the citywide vacancy rate was applied and population was 

estimated for units that were vacant on Census Day but were either rented or 
purchased by May 31, 2012; and 
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WHEREAS, after the citywide vacancy rate was applied and the population was estimated for 
eligible vacant units in the qualifying buildings, the City’s population was 
estimated to be 17,015 and the ideal ward size for redistricting purposes was 
2,836; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council reviewed three redistricting proposals presented by the 

Redistricting Task Force and a fourth proposal prepared by two members of the 
Council; and 

 
WHEREAS, after careful consideration of all the options, the Council selected the fourth 

proposal to put forward to residents for public comment; and 
 
WHEREAS, the redistricting proposal was published in the January 2013 issue of the Takoma 

Park Newsletter along with an advertisement for a public hearing; and 
 
WHEREAS, a public hearing to receive testimony on the proposal was held on January 14, 

2013; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that the fourth option as published in the Takoma 

Park Newsletter should be adopted; and 
 
WHEREAS, in the event that temporarily vacant buildings or complexes occur on Census Day 

in the future, the Council wishes to ensure that the same method for determining 
“qualifying buildings or complexes” and “eligible vacant units” is utilized to 
estimate the City’s population for the purpose of redistricting. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAKOMA 
PARK, MARYLAND THAT: 
 
SECTION 1. Title 5 Elections, Chapter 5.08 Wards, Section 5.08.010 Description of ward 

boundaries shall be amended as follows: 
 

5.08.010  Description of ward boundaries. 
 
A. The City is divided into six wards for purposes of City elections. Each 
ward shall be compact in form and composed of adjoining territory. The 
populations of the wards shall be substantially equal. 
 
B. The boundary lines of the six wards shall be as they are shown on the map 
and accompanying street directory designated “20032013 District Plan and Street 
Directory,” dated December 3, 2012May 21, 2003, incorporated herein, on file 
and available for inspection in the office of the City Clerk. 
 

SECTION 2. Once this Ordinance is adopted, the City Council reserves the right to provide a 
detailed written description in elaboration of the attached map and street 
directory, and this description shall become a part of this ordinance. 
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SECTION 3. Corrections or revisions may be made to the 2013 District Plan and Street 

Directory after adoption of this Ordinance providing that such changes have no 
impact on the boundaries of the six wards. A corrected 2013 District Plan and 
Street Directory showing the date of the original document and the date that such 
corrections or revisions were made to the document shall be filed with the record 
of this Ordinance. 

 
SECTION 4. In the event that temporarily vacant or partially vacant buildings or complexes 

impact the population count in a Census, the following means may be used to 
determine whether and how to estimate the population in those buildings or 
complexes. 

 
 To identify buildings or complexes where it is appropriate to estimate a 

population for the purpose of redistricting, the following definition shall be used: 
 
 A “qualifying building or complex” is an existing building or complex that had 

ten or more vacant units on Census Day, was actively being renovated on Census 
Day, and was either occupied or in the process of being occupied at the time of 
redistricting. 

 
 “Eligible vacant units” are those units in a qualifying building or complex that 

were vacant on Census Day, but were either rented or purchased by a certain date 
as determined by the City Council before the City Council amends or affirms the 
City’s ward boundaries following the Census. 

 
 Because all buildings have some vacancies from time to time, a vacancy rate 

equal to the Census-reported citywide vacancy rate shall be applied to the 
qualifying building or complex and then the remaining number of “eligible vacant 
units” shall have the Census-reported persons per household rate applied to them 
that is appropriate for the type of building (single family or multifamily). 

 
SECTION 5.  The Council determines that for this redistricting action the date for establishing 

eligible vacant units is May 31, 2012. 
 
SECTION 6. This Ordinance shall be in effect for the City Election on November 5, 2013 and 

thereafter. 
 
This Ordinance was adopted this ______ day of ____________, 2013 by roll-call vote as 
follows: 
 
AYE: 
NAY: 
ABSTAIN: 
ABSENT: 
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2013 District Plan and Street Directory (adopted by Ordinance 2013-x)* 

Effective Date: 
 Street Name Address Range Ward 
A Albany Avenue 500 block, odd & even  1 
 Alfred Drive 7500-7504, even  1 
 Alfred Drive 7501-7517, odd  1 
 Allegheny Avenue 6400-6800 block, odd & even  3 
 Anne Street 800-1100 block, odd & even  6 
 Aspen Avenue 7000 block, odd & even  2 
 Aspen Avenue 7400 block, odd & even  2 
 Aspen Court 7400 block, odd & even  2 
 Auburn Avenue 700 block, odd & even  2 
 Austin Place Unit block, odd & even  1 
B Baltimore Avenue 7300-7400 block, odd & even  1 
 Barclay Avenue Unit block, odd & even  1 
 Beech Avenue 400 block, odd & even  3 
 Belford Drive 6800 block, odd & even 2 
 Belford Place 400-500 block, odd & even 2 
 Birch Avenue 7300-7400 block, odd & even 1 
 Boston Avenue 400-700 block, odd & even 1 
 Boundary Avenue 706-730, even only 1 
 Boyd Avenue 300-321, odd & even 3 
 Boyd Avenue 322-336, even only 3 
 Boyd Avenue 327-349, odd only 2 
 Boyd Avenue 400 block, odd & even 2 
 Boyd Court 500 block, odd & even 2 
 Brashear Place (paper street) 1 
 Brighton Avenue (no street addresses) 5 
 Buffalo Avenue 7391 only 1 
 Buffalo Avenue 7400 block, odd & even 1 
C Carroll Avenue 6900-7100, odd & even      1 
 Carroll Avenue 7200, 7206 only  1 
 Carroll Avenue 7201-7519, odd only  3 
 Carroll Avenue 7212-7500 block, even only  3 
 Carroll Avenue 7525, 7533, 7537 only  2 
 Carroll Avenue 7600 block, odd & even  2 
 Carroll Avenue 7700-7800 blocks, even only   5 
 Carroll Avenue 7701-7813, odd only  2 
 Carroll Avenue 7901-8205, odd only  6 
 Carroll Avenue 8316 only (a.k.a. 925 University) 6 
 Cedar Avenue 7100-7400 block, odd & even 1 
 Central Avenue 7100-7603, odd & even  2 
 Chaney Drive 700 block, odd & even  2 
 Cherry Avenue 6900-7000 block, odd & even  2 
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2013 District Plan and Street Directory (adopted by Ordinance 2013-x)* 
Effective Date: 

 Street Name Address Range Ward 
 Chestnut Avenue 7400-7500 block, odd & even  1 
 Chicago Avenue 7705-7815, odd only  1 
 Circle Avenue 300 block, odd & even  3 
 Circle Avenue 400 block, odd & even 2 
 Cleveland Avenue Unit block, odd & even  1 
 Cockerille Avenue 6500-6700 block, odd & even 3 
 Colby Avenue 700-800 block, odd & even  2 
 Cole Avenue 7800-7900 block, odd & even  6 
 Columbia Avenue Unit block, odd & even  3 
 Conway Avenue 6700 block, odd & even  2 
 Crescent Place Unit block, odd & even  1 
D Darwin Avenue Unit block, odd & even  1 
 Davis Avenue 800-900 block, odd & even  2 
 Devonshire Road 700 block, odd & even 2 
 Dogwood Avenue 200 block, odd & even 1 
 Domer Avenue 200 block, odd & even 5 
 Dundalk Road 7500 block, odd & even 1 
E Eastern Avenue 6301-6857, odd only 3 
 Eastern Avenue 7001-7099, odd only 1 
 Eastridge Avenue 8300 block, odd & even 5 
 East-West Highway 900-1002, even only 2 6 
 Edinburgh Lane 7900-8000 block, odd & even 5 
 Elm Avenue Unit-400 block, odd & even 3 
 Elm Avenue 500-1000 block, odd & even 2 
 Elson Court 1300 block, odd & even 6 
 Elson Place 1200-1300 block, odd & even 6 
 Elson Street 1306, 1308 only 6 
 Elwyn Court Unit block, odd & even 5 4 
 Erie Avenue 700 block, odd & even 5 
 Erskine Street 1300-1402, odd & even 6 
 Ethan Allen Avenue 200 block, odd & even  3 
 Ethan Allen Avenue 300-700 block, odd & even  2 
F Fenton Street 7600 block, odd & even  1 
 Flower Avenue 7200-7500 blocks, odd & even  2 
 Flower Avenue 7600-7709, odd & even  5 
 Flower Avenue 7710-8600 block, even only  5 
 Freemont Avenue Unit block, odd & even  3 
G Garland Avenue 7100-7699, odd & even  2 
 Garland Avenue 7700-7721, odd & even  5 
 Geneva Avenue 100-200 block, odd & even  4 
 Glaizewood Avenue 900 block, odd & even  2 
 Glaizewood Court 900 block, odd & even  2 
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2013 District Plan and Street Directory (adopted by Ordinance 2013-x)* 
Effective Date: 

 Street Name Address Range Ward 
 Glengary Place 7200 block, odd & even  2 
 Glenside Court 7600 block, odd & even  6 
 Glenside Drive 7300-7900 block, odd & even  6 
 Grant Avenue Unit-100 block, odd & even  3 
 Grant Avenue 200-300 block, odd & even  1 
 Greenwood Avenue 7700-7727, odd & even  5 
 Gude Avenue 6600-6700 blocks, odd & even  3 
H Hammond Avenue 7600-8100 blocks, odd & even  6 
 Hancock Avenue 7300-7500 blocks, odd & even  3 
 Haverford Road 1100 block, odd & even  6 
 Hayward Avenue 800 block, odd & even  2 
 Heather Avenue 900-1000 blocks, odd & even  2 
 Hickory Avenue Unit block, odd & even  3 
 Highland Avenue 6500 block, odd and even 3 
 Hilltop Road 200-300 blocks, odd only 5 4 
 Hillwood Court 1101-1113, odd only 6 
 Hilton Avenue 7200-7300 blocks, odd & even 2 
 Hodges Lane 98-200 block, odd & even 1 
 Holly Avenue 7100-7500 blocks, odd & even 1 
 Holt Place Unit block, odd & even 1 
 Holton Lane 1100-1300 blocks, odd & even 6 
 Hopewell Avenue 1000 block, odd & even 2 6 
 Houston Avenue 600-700 blocks, odd & even 5 
 Houston Court 8200 block, odd & even 5 
 Hudson Avenue 600-700 blocks, odd & even 5 
J Jackson Avenue 700-1000 blocks, odd & even    2 
 Jackson Avenue 1100-1200 blocks, odd & even 6 
 Jackson Avenue 7300-7500 blocks, odd & even 2 
 Jefferson Avenue Unit block, odd & even 3 
K Kansas Lane 6400-6500 blocks, odd & even 3 
 Kennebec Avenue 600-700 blocks, odd & even 5 
 Kennewick Avenue 7800-8100 blocks, odd & even 6 
 Kentland Avenue 900-1000 block, odd & even 2 6 
 Kingwood Drive 1100-1200 blocks, odd & even 6 
 Kirklynn Avenue 1100-1300 blocks, odd & even 6 
L Lancaster Road 1100 block, odd & even 6 
 Larch Avenue  800-900 blocks 1103, odd & even 2 
 Larch Avenue 1000-1100 blocks, odd and even 2 6 
 Laurel Avenue 6900 block, odd & even 1 
 Lee Avenue Unit block, odd & even  3 
 Lee Avenue 111 and 115 only  4 
 Lee Avenue 108-116, even only  3 4 
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2013 District Plan and Street Directory (adopted by Ordinance 2013-x)* 
Effective Date: 

 Street Name Address Range Ward 
 Lee Avenue 117-199, odd & even 4 
 Lincoln Avenue 100 block, odd & even  4 
 Lincoln Avenue 200-300 block, odd & even  3 
 Lincoln Avenue 400-500 block, odd & even 2 
 Linden Avenue 1100-1110, even only 6 
 Linden Circle 800 block, odd & even 2 
 Lockney Avenue 7800-8100 block, odd & even 6 
M Manor Circle 0-24, even only  2 
 Manor Circle 200-250, odd & even  3 
 Manor Circle 251 only  2 
 Manor Circle 252-260, odd & even 3 
 Maple Avenue 7100-7400 blocks, odd & even 1 
 Maple Avenue 7500 only 1 
 Maple Avenue 7510 -7777 7738, odd & even 4 
 Maple Avenue 7777 only 4 5  
 Maple Avenue 8000 block, odd & even 5 
 Maplewood Avenue 600-700 blocks, odd & even  5 
 Margaret Drive 500-510, odd & even  1 
 Merrimac Drive 900 block, odd & even  6 
 Merwood Drive 1100 block, odd & even  6 
 Merwood Drive 1200 block, odd & even  6 
 Minter Place 7200 block, odd & even  2 
 Mississippi Avenue 300-426, even only  5 4 
 Montgomery Avenue 1-25, odd & even  3 
 Myrtle Avenue 1200 block, odd & even  6 
N New Hampshire Avenue 6300-6700 blocks, even only  3 
 New Hampshire Avenue 6800-7200 blocks, odd & even only 2 
 New Hampshire Avenue 6900-7200 blocks, odd only 2 6 
 New Hampshire Avenue 7300-7600 blocks, odd & even  6 
 New Hampshire Avenue 7300-7600 blocks, even only 6 
 New York Avenue 500-700 blocks, odd & even  1 
 Niagara Court 300 block, odd & even  3 
O Old Carroll Road Unit block, odd & even 2 
 Orchard Avenue 6400 block, odd & even 3 
 Oswego Avenue Unit block, odd & even  4 
P Palmer Lane 7500 block, odd & even 2 
 Park Avenue 100-200 blocks, odd & even 1 
 Philadelphia Avenue Unit-700 blocks, odd & even 1 
 Pine Avenue Unit block, odd & even 3 
 Piney Branch Road 7300-7500 blocks, odd & even  1 
 Piney Branch Road 7600-7900 blocks, odd only  4 
 Piney Branch Road 8400 block, odd only 5 
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2013 District Plan and Street Directory (adopted by Ordinance 2013-x)* 
Effective Date: 

 Street Name Address Range Ward 
 Poplar Avenue 6500-7100 blocks, odd & even  3 
 Prince George's Avenue 6700-6900 blocks, odd & even  2 
R Ray Drive 600-610, even only 1 
 Ritchie Avenue Unit-100 blocks, odd & even 4 
 Roanoke Avenue 8100-8300 blocks, odd & even 5 
S Sheridan Avenue 100 block, odd & even  3 
 Sheridan Street 500 block, odd & even 3 
 Sherman Avenue Unit-100 blocks, odd & even  3 
 Sligo Creek Parkway 609 only  2 
 Sligo Creek Parkway 702-1100 blocks, odd & even  2 
 Sligo Creek Parkway 7911-8500 blocks, odd & even  5 
 Sligo Mill Road 6400-6500 blocks, odd & even  3 
 Spring Avenue 200 block, odd & even  3 
 Spruce Avenue 7200 block, odd & even  1 
 Sycamore Avenue 6901-7133, odd & even  3 
T Takoma Avenue 7301-7907, odd & even  1 
 Travis Drive (no street addresses)  1 
 Trescott Avenue 7200-7300 blocks, odd & even  2 
 Tulip Avenue 100-500 blocks, odd & even  1 
U University Boulevard 925-1355, odd only  6 
V Valley View Avenue Unit block, odd & even 1 
W Wabash Avenue 700 block, odd & even 5 
 Walnut Avenue Unit block, odd & even 3 
 Westmoreland Avenue 6300-7000 blocks, odd & even 3 
 Wildwood Drive 7300-8000 blocks, odd & even 6 
 Willow Avenue 7100-7300 blocks, odd & even 1 
 Winchester Avenue (no street addresses) 2 
 Winding Hill Way 200 block 5 
 Woodland Avenue 6800-7100 blocks, odd & even 2 
 Wyatt Lane (no street addresses) 3 
# First Avenue 100 block, odd & even 3 
 Second Avenue 6500 block, odd and even 3 
 Fourth Avenue 6400-6500 blocks, odd & even 3 
 Fifth Avenue 6400 blocks odd & even  3 
 13th Avenue 7100-7200 blocks, odd & even  6 
 13th Place 7200 block, odd & even  6 
 14th Avenue 7100-7200 blocks, odd & even  6 

 
*Changes highlighted. 


